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IN THE CLAIMS; 

1 • (Currently Amended) A method for managing a set of virtual clocks in a data 
processing system, the method comprising: 

responsive to receiving a request to set a clock for a partition in which the request 
includes a time, setting an offset equal to an elapsed time counter state of a counterfeit 
and determining whether a flag is eoual tn a partition identifier for the nartiti mv 

responsive to the flag beinp equ al to the partition identifier, settin g a tim* 
clock to the time: and 

storing the time and the offset in association with a partition. 
2. (Canceled) 

3- (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the request includes a date. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

responsive to receiving the request to set the clock for the partition, determining 
whether a virtual clock has been initialized in the data processing system; and 

responsive to an absence of the virtual clock, resetting the counter in the data 
processing system prior to setting the offset. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the partition is a logical partition 
within a set of logical partitions within the data processing system. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
returning an acknowledgement after storing the time and the offset. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the time and the offset are stored in a 
non-volatile random access memory. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the setting step and the storing step 
are performed by a host processor in the data processing system. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for obtaining a time associated with a partition 
in a data processing system, the method comprising: 

responsive to receiving a request for the time associated with a partition, 
retrieving a time base and an offset associated with the partition; 
retrieving a counter value from a counter; and 

identifying the time using the counter value, the time base, and the offset 
associated with the partition, the identifying st ep further comprising subtracting the offse^ 
from the counter value to form an elaps ed count, and adding the elaosed count tn the tin™ 
base to form the current time . 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim wherein the current time 
includes a date. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 449, further comprising multiplying 
the elapsed count by a scaling factor prior to adding the elapsed count to the time base. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) A data processing system for managing a clock in a data 
processing system, the data processing system comprising: 

setting means, responsive to receiving a request to set a clock for a partition in 
which the request includes a time, for setting an offset equal to an elapsed time counter 
state of a counter; and 

storing means for storing the time and the offset in association with a partition! 
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determining mean s, responsive to receiving the reouegt tr> set the clock for the 
p artition, for determining whether a flag is e^ual to a partition identifier for the partition: 
and 

further setting means, responsive to the flag tein g caua i to a nartition identifier. 
for setting a real time clock to the limp 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the request includes a 
date. 

1 8. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
determining means, responsive to receiving the request to set the clock for the 

partition, for determining whether a virtual clock has been initialized in the data 
processing system; and 

resetting means, responsive to an absence of the virtual clock, for resetting the 
counter in the data processing system prior to setting the offset. 

1 9. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the partition is a 
logical partition within a set of logical partitions within the data processing system. 

20. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5 further comprising: 
returning means for returning an acknowledgement after storing the time and the 

offset. 

2 1 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 5, wherein the time and the 
offset are stored in a non-volatile random access memory. 

22. (Original) The data processing system of claim 15, wherein the setting step and 
the storing step are performed by a host processor in the data processing system. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for obtaining a time associated 
with a partition in the data processing system, the data processing system comprising: 

first retrieving means, responsive to receiving a request for the time associated 
with a partition, for retrieving a time base and an offset associated with the partition; 

second retrieving means for retrieving a counter value from a counter, and 

identifying means for identifying the time using the 
counter value, the time base, and the offset associated with the partitio n, the identifying 
means comprising subtracting means for subt r acting the offa* from the counter vni,,* to 
form an elapsed count, and adding means for a dding the elanse d count to the time m 
form the current time . 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) Hie data processing system of claim 3423, wherein the 
current time includes a date. 

26. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 3423., further 
comprising multiplying the elapsed count by a scaling factor prior to adding the elapsed 
count to the time base. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for use managing a clock, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions, responsive to receiving a request to set a clock for a partition in 
which the request includes a time, for setting an offset equal to an elapsed time counter 
state of a counter; and 

second instructions for storing the time and the offset in association with a 
partition^ 

t hhyl instructions responsive to receivi n g the rgg uest to set the clock for the 
partition, for detfrmining whether a flag is eoual to g r ation identifier for the 
and 
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fourth instructions, responsive to the flap heinp equal to the partition identifier. 
for setting a real time clock to the rime 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the request 
includes a date. 

30. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27 further comprising: 
first instructions, responsive to receiving the request to set the clock for the 

partition, for determining whether a virtual clock has been initialized in the data 
processing system; and 

second instructions, responsive to an absence of the virtual clock, for resetting the 
counter in the data processing system prior to setting the offset. 



3 1 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the partition 
logical partition within a set of logical partitions within the data processing system. 



is a 



32. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27 further comprising: 

first instructions for returning an acknowledgement after storing the time and the 



offset. 



33. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the time and the 
offset are stored in a non-volatile random access memory. 

34. (Original) The computer program product of claim 27, wherein the setting step 
and the storing step are performed by a host processor in the data processing system. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for use in obtaining a time associated with a partition, the computer program 
product comprising: 
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first instructions, responsive to receiving a request for the time associated with a 
partition, for retrieving a time base and an offeet associated with the partition; 
second instructions for retrieving a counter value from a counter; ae4 
third instructions for identifying the time using the counter value, the time base, 
and the offset associated with the partition; 

fourth instructions for subtracting t he offset from the counter value to form an 
elapsed count: and 

fifth instructions for adding the ela psed count to th e time base to form the current 



time. 



36. (Canceled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 5435, wherein the 
current time includes a date. 

38. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 4#35, further 
comprising multiplying the elapsed count by a scaling factor prior to adding the elapsed 
count to the time base. 



Page 7 of 9 
Kriz et al. - 09/998,394 



PAGE 9/11 * RCVD AT 7/512005 4:25:01 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/12 ' DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:972385ffi6 • DURATION (mm-s$):0344 



